INTRODUCTION
I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man
should rejoice in his own works; for that is his portion:
for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him ?
Ecclesiastes iii. 22.
THIS autobiographical fragment relates to the years
1907-14 inclusive which I spent in SW. Persia, save for
two short spells of leave at home and a few months with
my Regiment in India. It was the centre span of a period
of great diplomatic activity which reached a peak, first
with the signature of the Anglo-French Agreements of
1904, again with the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian
Convention in 1907, and finally in 1914 with the outbreak
of war. I was a Lieutenant and not quite 23 when I first
went to Persia: I entered the war as a Captain just over
SO. From the time I went to Sandhurst in my 18th year,
and until I married, I wrote almost daily a page or two
of foolscap to my parents recording events as they
occurred and the impression they left upon me, inter-
spersed with many comments and occasional reflections
upon current political issues at home and abroad, a few
of which I reproduce here, as representative alike of the
writer and of his times.
I also kept a diary, the greater part of which was from
the outset 'official* in the sense that the greater part of
jt was sent every week to my superiors at Bushire and
transmitted by them to the Foreign Department of the
Government of India, where it was printed as part of
their cProceedings'. I made it a rule to retain no copies
of official documents which, once submitted, became the
property of the Government under which I served, but,
from my original diaries and from my letters home, which
my mother was at pains (unknown to me) to preserve,
I have been able to reconstitute a record of my doings and
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